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Penularan COVID-19

Jalan, lebuh raya
utama sesak teruk

PLUS jangka
900,000 guna
lebuh raya setiap
hari menjelang
Aidilfitri

Hulu Selangor: Ribuan penggu-
na jalan dan lebuh raya utama
menempuh kesesakan teruk, su-
sulan tindakan polis Selangor me-
lakukan Sekatan Jalan Raya (SJR)
rentas sempadan negeri ini se-
malam.

SJR itu membabitkan sekatan
di lebuh raya, jalan negeri dan
perbandaran, terutama laluan
membabitkan rentas sempadan,
keluar daripada Lembah Klang.

Timbalan Ketua Polis Selangor,
Datuk Arjunaidi Mohamed, ber-
kata tindakan itu bukti ketegasan
Polis Diraja Malaysia (PDRM) da-
lam mengekang pergerakan ren-
tas negeri tanpa kebenaran.

“Sehingga jam 3 petang tadi,
ribuan kenderaan dikesan keluar
dari Lembah Klang melalui Se-
langor menuju negeri lain di Uta-
ra, Selatan dan Pantai Timur:

"" Sehmgga jam
3 petang tadi,
ribuan kenderaan
dikesan keluar dari
Lembah Klang
melalui Selangor
menuju negeri lain
di Utara, Selatan
dan Pantai Timur.

Arjunaidi Mohamed,
Timbalan Ketua Polis Selangor

“Sebahagian besar didapati me-
miliki surat kebenaran bergerak
secara rentas negeri,” katanya ke-
tika ditemui di susur masuk Tan-
jung Malim, Lebuhraya Utara Se-
latan, semalam.

PLUS Malaysia Bhd (PLUS)
menjangkakan, antara 800,000
hingga 900,000 kenderaan akan
menggunakan semua lebuh raya
kendalian syarikat itu setiap hari,
menjelang Aidilfitri ini.

Jumlah itu menurun berban-
ding kebiasaannya, 1.7 juta ken-
deraan setiap hari, susulan lara-

(Foto Muhammad Asyraf Sawal /BH)

ngan pergerakan rentas negeri
dan Perintah Kawalan Pergera-
kan Bersyarat (PKPB) yang se-
dang berkuat kuasa.

Ketua Kecemerlangan Operasi
PLUS, Mohd Yusuf Abdul Aziz,
berkata setakat ini ini pergerakan
kenderaan lancar dan terkawal
kecuali tiga lokasi SJR, iaitu di
Tanjung Malin di Lebuhraya Uta-
ra Selatan (NSE) menghala ke uta-
ra dan sekitar Putra Mahkota
menghala ke selatan.

Beliau berkata, kesesakan sama
dialami di Lebuhraya Utara Se-
latan Hubungan Tengah (ELITE)
dekat Bandar Sereni yang ber-
tujuan  mengawal pergerakan
orang ramai yang cuba merentas
negeri.

Aujunaidi juga berkata, peman-
tauan terhadap semua lokasi SJR
di Selangor; mendapati berlaku pe-
nurunan jumlah kenderaan vang
diarah berpatah balik berbanding
sebelum ini.

“Faktor ini berkemungkinan
adalah disebabkan orang ramai
menyedari tindakan polis menga-
rah mereka yang tidak memiliki
surat kebenaran rentas negeri
herp%lah balik sebaik tiba di lo-

iSJR

i
“Sebagai contoh dari jam 9 pagi
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Anggota polis dan tentera mengad'akun sekatan jalan raya dr Tol Gombak,

semalam.

(Foto Aswadi Alias [BH)

Keadaan jalan ray& di Lebuhraya PLUS arah selatan berﬂ.r'ah;ir'mn dengan

susur masuk Bukit Mahkota, semalam.

sehingga jam 3 petang hari ini
(semalam) lebih 50 kenderaan di-
arah berpatah balik ketika me-
lalui SJR di lebuh raya dekat Tan-
jung Malim ini," katanya.

Beliau berkata, berdasarkan re-
kod semalam, 21,993 kenderaan
dikesan cuba melakukan perja-
lanan rentas negeri keluar dari
Selangor

“Susulan pemeriksaan, menda-
pati satu bagi setiap lima ken-
deraan yang diperiksa diarah ber-
patah balik.

“Kesesakan teruk disebabkan

{Foto Alzuddin Saad/BH)

pemeriksaan rapi polis di setiap
SJR bagi memastikan kebenaran
diperoleh pemandunya adalah
sah,” katanya.

Justeru, beliau meminta peng-
guna yang tiada kebenaran rentas
negeri tidak membuang masa dan
merugi diri sendiri dengan cuba
pulang ke kampung sempena sam-
butan Aidilfitri ini.

Katanya, mereka vang tiada ke-
benaran akan dikenakan saman
sebelum diarah berpatah balik
serta-merta apabila ditahan da-
lam SJR.

KORPS
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JAIS tak benar bayar
zakat pagi raya

Langkah pastikan

tiada orang awam

di sekitar
ruang solat
masjid, surau
Oleh Ruwaida Md Zain dan

Rosman Shamsudin
bhnews@bh.com.my

Shah Alam: Jabatan Agama Is-
lam Selangor (JAIS) tidak mem-
benarkan sebarang transaksi
pembayaran zakat fitrah di se-
mua masjid dan surau di Se-
langor pada pagi hari raya Ai-
dilfitri, tahun ini.

Pengarahnya, Mohd Shahzi-
han Ahmad, berkata ketetapan
itu bagi memastikan tiada orang
awam berada di sekitar atau di
ruang solat masjid dan surau ke-
tika solat sunat Aidilfitri ber-
jalan kecuali pegawai yang di-
tetapkan JAIS.

“Ketetapan ini sebagai langkah
dan usaha bagi mengawal seba-
rang kejadian yang boleh me-
nyebabkan penularan COVID-19.

“Ini berikutan wujudnya trend
masyarakat Islam sebelum ini
yang bersesak-sesak menunai-
kan zakat fitrah di saat akhir
pada pagi hari raya sebelum solat
sunat Aidilfitri,” katanya dalam
kenyataan, semalam.

Sehubungan itu, beliau berkata,
umat Islam yang dikira wajib mem-
bayar zakat fitrah pada malam hari
raya Aidilfitri hendaklah melunas-
kan kewajipan masing-masing de-
ngan kadar segera bagi menge-
lakkan diri daripada terlepas me-

\ Ketetapan ini
sebagai langkah
dan usaha bagi
mengawal sebarang
kejadian yang boleh
menyebabkan
penularan COVID-19.

Mohd Shahzihan Ahmad,
Pengarah JAIS

munaikan kefardhuan itu.

“Bayaran zakat fitrah boleh di-
buat sama ada secara atas talian
atau melalui amil yang dilantik
di lokasi dan pada waktu yang
ditetapkan oleh Lembaga Zakat
Selangor (LZS),”katanya.

Sementara itu, di Tanjung
Malim, Timbalan Menteri di Ja-
batan Perdana Menteri (Hal
Ehwal Agama), Ahmad Marzuk
Shaary, berkata keputusan dila-
kukan pihak JAIS boleh dijadi-
kan contoh yang baik kepada ne-
geri lain dalam usaha memera-
ngi penularan dan memutuskan
wabak COVID-19.

“Langkah dan usaha dilakukan

jabatan agama itu juga boleh di-
jadikan panduan dan contoh ke-
pada negeri lain bagi mengga-
lakan orang ramai membayar za-
kat fitrah secara atas talian atau
kaedah lain yang diperkenalkan
di negeri masing-masing.

“Jika hendak membayar zakat
pada pagi raya sebelum solat su-
nat Aidilfitri, saya kira masanya
sangat terhad menyebabkan
orang ramai digalakkan mem-
bayar sebelum hari raya.

“Jadi terpulanglah kepada pi-
hak jabatan agama di negeri ma-
sing-masing sama ada mengikuti
jejak langkah JAIS tidak mem-
benarkan sebarang transaksi
pembayaran zakat di masjid dan
surat.

“Kita bimbang jika dibenarkan
berbuat demikian, berkemungki-
nan akan berlaku kesesakan di
masjid dan tiada penjarakan so-
sial serta boleh mengundang ke-
pada jangkitan kluster baharu,”
katanya.

Terdahulu, Ahmad Marzuk
menyampaikan bantuan bara-
ngan keperluan asas sempena
Program Penyampaian Secara
Simbolik #Musaadahcovid19 ke-
pada lima penerima di Masjid
Jamek Tanjung Malim, di sini,
petang semalam.

Seramai 100 penerima bantuan
terdiri daripada 70 orang dari
kariah Masjid Tanjung Malim,
manakala baki selebihnya ahli
kariah Masjid Hulu Bernam dan
Masjid Kalumpang.

Yang turut hadir, Ketua Pen-
garah Jabatan Wakaf Zakat dan
Haji (JAWHAR), Ruslan Said dan
Timbalan Ketua Pegawai Ekse-
kutif Majlis Agama Islam Perak
(MAIP), Haidi Sulaiman.
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Petaling Jaya: Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan Diper-
ketatkan (PKPD) di k

Pasar Jalan Othman di sini,
sejak 10 Mei lalu ditamatkan
tengah malam semalam.

Pasukan keselamatan ter-
diri daripada Polis Diraja
ﬁayﬁa (PDRM) dan Ang-

n Tentera Malaysia
(ATM) membuka kawat du-
ri dipasang di sekitar ka-
wasan berkenaan.

Tinjauan Harian Metro
mendapati kerja membuka
kawat duri dijalankan 12 te-
ngah malam.

Dianggarkan, ada 2,150
penduduk termasuk 505
warga asing tinggal di ka-

PKPD Jalan Othman

PENDUDUK menjalani rutin harian seperti biasa di sekitar Pasar Jalan Othman, semalam.

wasan berkenaan dan me-
reka disaring sepenuhnya.
Ketua Polis Daerah Peta-
ling Jaya, Asisten Komisio-
ner Nik Ezanee Mohd Faisal
mengucapkan terima kasih
kepada komuniti kawasan
berkenaan kerana menyo-
kong dan bersabar sepan-

]ang PKPD.
“Saya juga ingin mengu-
capkan terima kasih kepada

Page 1 of 1

Majlis Bandaraya Petaling
Jaya (MBF]), Jabatan Keba-
jikan Masyarakat (JKM) dan
agensi lain yang banyak
membantu sepanjang ka-
‘wasan itu diisytihar sebagai
PKPD,” kata

Kawasan di sekitar Pasar
Jalan Othman diletakkan di
bawah PKPD sejak 10 Mei
lalu,
Kementerian Kesihatan
sebelum ini n
terdapat 26 kem
vid-19 di kawasan berkena-
an.

PKPD di kawasan itu se-
belum ini dijadualkan ber-
w kuasa sehingga 23

i
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Bayar zakat tanpa
tunai guna Boost

Kuala Lumpur: Boost
membolehkan pembaya-
ran zakat tanpa tunai de-
ngan mudah dan lancar di
lima negeri dan Wilayah
Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur
yang melantik platform
e-dompet tempatan itu se-
bagai ejen kutipan zakat
rasmi.

Negeri itu ialah Pahang,
Negeri Sembilan,
Sabah, Selangor
dan Kedah.

Ketua Pe-
gawai Ek-
sekutif
Boost,
Mohd
Khairil
Abdullah
(gambar)
berkata, pi-
haknya me-
mahami normal
baharu ketika Perin-
tah Kawalan Pergerakan
Bersyarat (PKPB) yang me-
merlukan lebih banyak so-
lusi tanpa kontak, tanpa tu-
nai.

Beliau berkata, ia supaya
rakyat Malaysia dapat
menjalankan urusan
harian tanpa gangguan.

“Bayaran zakat adalah
antara kewajipan pada bu-
lan Ramadan dan kami ko-
mited untuk memudahkan

urusan umat Islam menu-
naikan tuntutan agama, se-
lain menjadikan proses ba-
yaran dan pungutan zakat
oleh agensi kerajaan lebih
lancar dan efisien.

“Oleh itu, kami akan
memperluas kerjasama de-
ngan lebih banyak negeri
untuk memastikan proses
bayaran zakat lebih efisien
dan selamat, selain
meningkatkan
keterangku-
man, pene-

rimaan
dan kese-

daran di-

gital di

dalam

negara,”

katanya

menerusi
satu kenyata-
an.

Menurutnya,
pengguna boleh membayar
zakat dengan klik ‘jubin’ za-
kat di laman utama.

“Pertama, akaun zakat
perlu didaftarkan dengan
memilih agensi zakat ne-
geri penerima bayaran, ke-
mudian pengguna perlu
menyertakan nombor kad
pengenalan, nama, dan
nombor telefon bimbit se-
belum melengkapkan pem-
bayaran,” katanya.
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ramai...

Rakan karib akui Ismail
Kamus mampu menyampaikan
ilmu dari hati ke hati

JEJAK ORANG
.

lam menyebarkan syiar Is-
lam ,malah sering muncul
di stesen televisyen seperti
Forum Perdana Hal Ehwal
Islam, program keagamaan
di TV3 selain laman sosial
Facebook serta YouTube.

Oleh Lizam Ridzuan
lizamridzuan@hme-
tro.com.my

emergian ke rahma-

tullah  pendakwah

terkenal, Datuk Haji
Ismail Kamus pada 8 Mei
lalu diselubungi rasa sedih
buat umat Islam negara
ini.

Allahyarham terkenal de-
ngan gaya penyampaian
yang santai dan bersahaja
da-

Allahyarham dilahirkan
pada 2 Disember 1948 di
Kampung Batang Rening,
Ulu Selang langor dan

1

mendapat pendidikan awal
di Sekolah Arab Batang Ka-
li.

Beliau kemudian mene-
ruskan pengajian ke
Ma'ahad Hisyamuddin,
Klang dan berguru dengan
ulama tersohor, Asy-Syeikh
Mahmood al-Arif al-Bukho-

ri.

Selepas itu, beliau melan-
jutkan pengajian ke Kolej
Islam Kldnb dan Unl\:erslll
Keb
(UKM) sehe]um memper-
oleh ijazah sarjana muda
dengan kepujian pada

{3

Ismail
sememangnya
terserlah dalam

bidang pelajaran
terutama syariah
" dan bahasa Arab

Daruddin

rham juga pernah
menuntut di Beaver College
Pennsylvania, Amerika Sya-
rikat.

Allahyarham pernah
menjadi guru, pegawai pe-
nyelidik, pegawai dakwah
selain bertugas selama 15
tahun di Jabatan Agama Is-
lam Wilayah Persekutuan
(Jawi), Institut Tadbiran
Awam Negara (Intan) dan
di Pusat Islam.

Jawatan terakhir Allahya-
rham ialah sebagai Pakar
Rujuk di Bahagian Hal
Ehwal Islam (Baheis) Pusat
Islam sebelum bersara se-

an Khusyuk Dalam Solat
(2019), Solat Biar Sempurna
(2018), Wahai Tuhan, Eng-
kaulah Penyembuh: Doa,
Jampi dan Amalan Dalam
Perubatan Islam (zo11) dan
banyak lagi.

Penolong Mufti Bahagian
Fatwa Negeri Selangor Us-
taz Haji Daruddin Haji Taib
@ Hasan berkata, beliau
mengenali Allahyarham se-
jak menuntut di Kolej Islam
Malaya (Kim).

“Kami juga rakan sekelas
ketika di tingkatan enam
(syariah dan ekonomi) dan
Datuk Ismail Kamus seme-

cara pilihan. mangnya terserlah dalam
Allahyarham  pernah bidang pelajaran terutama
terbabit dengan politik  syariah dan bahasa Arab,”
dan menjadi Ahli katanya yang sudah dua ta-
Dewan Und hun berkhid di Jabatan

Negeri (Adun)  Mufti Selangor.
Gombak Setia Persahabatan mereka

pada 1999 sehing-

£a 2004.

Selain itu, Allah-
yarham juga aktif
menghasilkan buku
keagamaan serta pe-
"I rubatan seperti Pandu-

bertambah rapat selepas
melanjutkan pengajian ke
UKM pada 1973, malah
menjadi rakan serumah
serta melakukan banyak ak-
tiviti bersama.

“Ketika itulah kami me-

ISMAI menyampaiks

beliau di | Dar

ijazah kepada graduan OKU pada Majlis
k:)nmlm\\t'n Ihnl%::hm ke k&ll di Sungai Buloh semasa

Page 1 of 1
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ALLAHYARHAM bersama ahli keluarga,

ngenali Allahyarham Datuk
Dr Haron Din yang menjadi
pensyarah di fakulti tempat
Datuk Ismail dan saya
mempelajari ilmu rawatan
alternatif Islam namun sa-
ya tidak meneruskannya
kerana bertukar ke Sabah
untuk menjadi guru,” tam-
bahnya lagi.

Selain itu, menurut be-
liau, Allahyarham turut
menghadiri majlis persatu-
an bekas pelajar (Alumni)
Kolej Islam Klang seperti
jamuan tahunan pada zo17
dan zo18.

Bagaimanapun, pada

2019, ia diadakan di Brunei
dan Allahyarham tidak turut
serta kerana kurang sihat.

“Kali terakhir kami ber-
temu ialah pada tahun lalu
di rumah adik Allahyarham
bagi menvambut Aidilfitri.

“Sepanjang  perkenalan
kami, saya melihat antara
kelebihan utama Allahyar-
ham ijalah mampu me-
nyampaikan sesuatu dari
hati ke hati.

“la membuatkan ramai
vang menyenanginya teru-
tama dalam majlis-majlis
ilmu yang disampaikan,”
katanya.
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FIGHTING COVID-19

TOTAL BAN
ON INTERSTATE
TRAVEL DRAWS

MIXED REACTIONS

Some experts

hail the move,

but others say it is
too little, too late

VEENA BABULAL
KUALA LUMPUR
Lom my
UTRAJAYA'S move to put

the brakes on interstate
travel has drawn mixed
reactions from experts.

While some hailed the move as
necessary, others said it was “too
little, too late” as many have al-
ready arrived in their hometowns.

Criminologist Dr P. Sundramoor-
thy said the move was “brilliant”
as some people were taking ad-
vantage of the relaxation of rules
under the Conditional Movement
Control Order (CMCO) although
the outbreak was ongoing.

He said the potential com-
pounding effect of the festive sea-
son called for drastic measures.

“There will be uneasiness as
people are keen to travel and vis-
it, but public health and safety
come first.”

He said Malaysians often take
their chances and misuse trust
when given a leeway.

“I know someone who's plan-
ning to go from Kedah to Kelan-
tan, claiming that his in-laws from
Kelantan, who are with the family
now, have an appointment at Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia Hospital.
But it sounds like the whole fam-
ily is going on a road trip.”

This was supported by Defence
Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob's statement earlier saying
that 1,300 people had queued up
at the Kuantan district police
headquarters to apply for permits
to return to their hometown and
2412 people who tried to balik
kampung were told to turn back.

Dr B. Sundramoorthy, an asso-
ciate professor with Universiti
Sains Malaysia, said this not only
burdened enforcement person-
nel, but also made it difficult for

those with legitimate reasons
to travel to make trips across
states.

“This is sad because when they
get busted, they don't realise that
others who have emergencies will
suffer and they will blame the sys-
tem for being too hard on them.”

He said many Malaysians fail to
realise that the CMCO was not a
“free for all” situation and the
MCO was still in place, albeit with
some relaxations, largely to jump-
start the economy.

Epidemiology and biostatistics
expert Dr Malina Osman said
banning interstate travel was not
going to help as many had al-
ready returned to their home-
towns.

“It's too late. The writing's on
the wall now. We can hope for the
best but asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic (people) travelling
interstate will spread the virus.
New cases and clusters will then
spark in green and vellow zones.”

Dr Malina, an associate profes-
sor with Universiti Putra Malaysia,
was drawing on the case of a preg-
nant woman who tested positive
for Covid-19 after travelling from
Ampang, a red zone in Selangor, to
her village in Kelantan, a green
zone, to give birth.

She said strict interstate travel
bans should have been enforced
from the get-go as Hari Raya was
around the corner.

She said those given leeway to
travel for emergencies, hospital
appointments and urgent affairs
should have been made to get let-
ters from clinics stating that they
had been screened for Covid-19.

Following that, they should be
made to quarantine themselves
at home before making the trip.

Shesaid the government's rules
had been confusing, as interstate
travel was initially allowed.

“There’s the advisory stating
Hari Raya visits are allowed on the
first day of Hari Raya with a max-
imum of 20 people per house.

“Under CMCO, there are relax-
ations on some activities, such as
exercising. Naturally, people will
wonder if balik kampung is al-
lowed.”
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Cops to step up checks
at major roads, highways

- KUALA LUMPUR: Major roads and
. highways will be constantly mon-
. itored via roadblocks following
‘an increase in traffic and at-
‘ tempts to flout the ban on in-
| terstate travel.

. Bukit Aman Traffic Investiga-
. tion and Enforcement Depart-
‘ ment director Datuk Azisman
: Alias said the level of compliance
. was good and those found cross-
. ing state borders to go back to their
i hometowns for Hari Raya Aidilfitri
- would be told to turn back.

. He said everyone must comply
 with the Conditional Movement
i Control Order’s (CM-
i CO) rules.

i “We will not com-
: promise. Their pres-
‘ence on the road af-
. fects the traffic flow
. for essential services.
i “We want them to
- comply with the gov-
. ernment’s instruction
i and not head back for
' the holidays.

. “Today (yesterday),
i there was severe con-
. gestion from Km7 to
' Km8 at the Tanjung
i Malim exit. There
- were roadblocks there by Hulu
. Selangor police.”

¢ He said there would be more
. roadblocks, especially on major
' roads leading to state borders.

. PLUS Highways operations ex-
. cellence head Mohd Yusuf Abdul
: Aziz said traffic on the highways
- had increased, but the conces-
. sionaire had no way to look into
. attempts to violate the interstate
! travel ban.

. “Since essential services work-
. ers and those working in some
. economic sectors are allowed to
. travel and work, it is hard to de-
- tect those who are not complying
. with the CMCO.

Datuk Azisman
Alias

“The police are doing checks
and there are more roadblocks
along the highway on top of the
five roadblocks by Bukit Aman
police at PLUS highway entries.

“Last night (Wednesday), Se-
langor police aided in managing
the traffic, so there are at least
three more roadblocks.

“We received feedback from
road users that they were stuck in
traffic today (yesterday).”

He said the most active traffic
arteries were in the Klang Valley,
Seberang Prai, Skudai, Perling and
Tambak Johor, among others. He
said highways heading
to Melaka, for exam-
ple, had low traffic.

Yesterday, thou-
sands of road users
endured massive traf-
fic congestions due to
roadblocks set up by
Selangor police at all
exit points from the
state.

Selangor deputy po-
lice chief Datuk Arju-
naidi Mohamed said
the roadblocks aimed
to curb non-essential
travel during the CM-
CO in conjunction with Hari Raya.

“Until 3pm (yesterday), thou-
sands of vehicles were caught
leaving the Klang Valley through
Selangor. They were heading to
the north, south and east coast.

“Most of the motorists had ob-
tained an approval letter for in-
terstate travel.”

He said the number of motorists
told to turn back had dropped
compared with previous days.

“From 8am to 3pm, more than
50 motorists were told to go back.”

He said 21,993 vehicles had tried
to cross state borders to date.

“One in five cars had been told
to go back.”
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Kisah angin perubahan di Selangor

FOTO: BERNAMA
E_

Persoalan
) 4™ \nalisis
melibatkan —=), v BERITA
per tembungan ¢ ASYRAF NURAMMAD
Mohamed Azmin
dan Amirudin
dalam meraih elangor merupakan se-
buah negeri kubu kuat
p engaruh Pakatan Harapan (PH)
sejak Pakatan Rakyat Persidangan Penggal
SHAH ALAM (PR) berjaya merampas negeri Ketiga Dewan Negeri

JENIRI

>

Pt

AWANG AZMAN

itu daripada Barisan Nasional
(BN) pada tahun 2008.

Sejak kemenangan itu, PH
telah mengukuhkan kedudukan-
nya menerusi pelaksanaan be-
berapa perancangan seperti Ini-
siatif Peduli Rakyat (IPR).

Selangor ke-14 baru-baru
di Bangunan Dewan
Negeri Selangor, Shah
Alam. DUN Selangor
menmiliki 56 kerusi.

negeri itu dilihat sukar berikutan
jumlah kerusi majoriti yang

Malah, kedudukan PH di Se- dimenangi PH pada PRU14.
langor tampak lebih selesa sele- Namun begitu, beliau
pas Pilihan Raya Umum ke-14 memaklumkan, keadaan
(PRU14) apabila mereka mengu- sebaliknya boleh berlaku jika
asai majoriti kerusi Dewan Un- Amirudin mengubah

dangan Negeri (DUN) dengan
pecahan terkini Parti Keadilan
Rakyat (PKR) sebanyak 21 ke-
rusi, DAP 16 kerusi dan Parti
Amanah Negara (Amanah) me-
miliki lapan kerusi.

Selain itu, pembangkang di
Selangor pula memiliki 11 ke-
rusi dengan pecahan lima wakil
UMNO, lima wakil daripada
Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(Bersatu) dan seorang daripada
Pas.

Situasi perubahan kerusi itu
berlaku selepas parti Bersatu
disingkirkan daripada kompo-
nen PH Selangor berikutan ga-
bungan tersebut mengambil kira
perkembangan politik yang ber-
laku di peringkat Persekutuan.

Lima ADUN Bersatu yang
kini menjadi pembangkang ialah
Datuk Abdul Rashid Asari (Se-
lat Klang), Harumaini Omar
(Batang Kali), Mohd Shaid Ros-
1i (Jeram), Sallehudin Amirud-
din (Kuang) dan Adhif Syan
Abdullah (Dengkil).

Namun begitu, dengan per-
kembangan runtuhnya pemerin-
tahan kerajaan PH di beberapa
negeri baru-baru ini, adakah
kedudukan Selangor di bawah
pimpinan Menteri Besar, Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari masih utuh?

Semua sedia maklum, kera-
jaan negeri Kedah, Melaka, Jo-

politik di

&

lebih tertumpu kepada pertembungan personaliti

antara Mohamed Azmin (kiri) dan Amirudin dalam mencari pengaruh masing-masing.

Amirudin menerusi kenya-
taan terbarunya turut menggesa
ADUN PH agar patuh kepada
titah Sultan Selangor, Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah supaya
menumpukan isu rakyat dan ti-
dak menggugat kestabilan pen-
tadbiran kerajaan negeri.

Amirudin berkata, beliau
yakin pendirian ADUN PH di
Selangor yang kekal menyokong
pentadbiran kerajaan negeri se-
dia ada, namun pihaknya tidak
mengambil mudah perkara itu.

“Saya berharap ADUN PH
yang mendapat sokongan rakyat
pada Pilihan Raya Umum ke-14
lalu dapat meneruskan amanah
dan tanggungjawab, tidak khia-
nat hingga rosakkan pentadbiran
negeri,” katanya.

Namun begitu, sejauh mana-
kah pendirian ADUN-ADUN
ini untuk kekal bersama PH?

Penganalisis politik daripada

Beliau berkata, Mohamed Az-
min ialah seorang bekas Menteri
Besar dan juga Timbalan Presiden
PKR, malah beliau turut dilihat
memainkan peranan besar dalam
konteks politik di Selangor.

“Jadi tak mustahil mereka
yang bersama beliau (Mohamed
Azmin) akan buat keputusan
drastik tapi jika yang keluar ha-
nya daripada PKR, ia masih tak
cukup dan perlukan sokongan
ADUN lain,” katanya.

Pertembungan

Sivamurugan berkata, per-
kembangan politik di Selangor
buat masa ini lebih tertumpu
kepada pertembungan persona-
liti antara Mohamed Azmin dan
Amirudin dalam mencari penga-
ruh masing-masing.

“Adakah Azmin dapat yakin-
kan ADUN untuk bersama beli-
au atau Amirudin sendiri pasti-

pendiriannya pada saat akhir
dan kembali setia bersama
‘bekas bosnya’ itu.

“Sukar untuk PN ambil alih
kerajaan PH. Namun jika
Amirudin secara tiba-tiba ubah
pendirian dan mempengaruhi
penyokongnya, tidak mustahil
ia boleh berlaku,” katanya.

Sementara itu, penganalisis
politik daripada Universiti
Malaya, Profesor Madya Dr
Awang Azman Awang Pawi
turut senada dengan Jeniri
apabila berpendapat bahawa
kerajaan PH tidak akan goyah
walaupun wujud desas-desus
usaha bagi pertukaran kerajaan
negeri itu.

“PN perlukan sokongan
ADUN bukan hanya daripada
PKR tapi wakil parti-parti lain
juga. Pada saya, usaha itu sukar
untuk dilaksanakan,” kata
Awang Azman.

Walau apa pun percaturan
yang dibuat, PN dilihat berdepan
tugas yang cukup sukar untuk
menukar pentadbiran kerajaan
Selangor yang sudah bertapak
sejak 12 tahun lalu.

Buat masa ini, gabungan
UMNO, Pas dan Bersatu di
Selangor memiliki sejumlah 11
kerusi dalam DUN yang
mempunyai 56 kerusi dan
pastinya kem Mohamed Azmin

hor dan Perak baru-baru ini  Universiti Sains Malaysia  kan mereka tidak berubah? perlu bekerja keras bagi meraih
tumbang dan diambil alih ga- (USM), Profesor Dr Sivamuru- “Disebabkan itulah politik ~sokongan ~ADUN  yang
bungan baharu iaitu Perikatan  gan Pandian berpendapat, me- Selangor ini lebih kepada per- ~menyokongnya.

Nasional (PN).

Gabungan PN turut dianggo-
tai Ahli Parlimen Gombak, Da-
tuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali
yang juga merupakan bekas
Timbalan Presiden PKR.

nerusi perkembangan politik
mutakhir itu, sebarang kemung-
kinan boleh berlaku dan tidak
mustahil Selangor akan bertukar
pentadbiran kerajaan negeri se-
lepas ini.

tembungan personaliti antara
Azmin dan Amirudin,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, penganalis
politik, Dr Jeniri Amir berkata,
cubaan pihak tertentu bagi
menukar pentadbiran kerajaan

Bagaimanapun, PH perlu
memastikan setiap ADUNnya
walak kepada gabungan tersebut
sebagaimana laungan mereka
untuk mempertahankan mandat
rakyat pada PRU14.
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Muafakat Nasional Selangor selar kenyataan Xavier

SHAH ALAM - Muafakat Nasional
Selangor menyelar kenyataan Ahli Par-
limen Kuala Langat, Xavier Jayakumar
yang dianggap biadab dan menghina
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Al-Sultan
Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah.

Menerusi satu kenyataan bersama,
Pengerusi UMNO Selangor, Tan Sri
Noh Omar dan Pesuruhjaya Pas Sela-
ngor, Datuk Dr Ahmad Yunus Hairi
berkata, Xavier tidak sewajarnya me-
ngeluarkan kenyataan itu dan perlu
menghormati Persidangan Dewan Rak-
yat yang berlangsung sehari dengan
menghayati isi kandungan titah Agong.

Katanya, tindakan tersebut hanya
menyebabkan rakyat Malaysia semakin
membenci Pakatan Harapan (PH) yang
dilihat tidak mempedulikan institusi
diraja.

“Jangan kerana kehilangan kuasa,
beliau sudah tidak lagi bertindak seca-
ra waras sehingga semua perkara ingin
dipertikai,” kata kenyataan itu semalam.

Menerusi satu klip video sebelum
ini, Xavier didakwa mengeluarkan ke-
nyataan biadab dengan menyatakan
Persidangan Parlimen pada 18 Mei lalu
‘sampah’ dan tidak berguna kerana
mendengar titah Yang di-Pertuan
Agong semata-mata.
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Rahsia Lailatul Qadar dan Sereia

ILMU

2\
\l; DARIPADA
AL-QURAN

DR MUHIDIN ARIFIN

da nikmat tersembunyi di se-

balik ketibaan Lailatul Qadar

yang begitu dirahsiakan ke-

hadirannya. Malam sehebat
1,000 bulan itu jadi idaman umat Islam
sepanjang bulan Ramadan.

Ramai yang berjaga sepanjang ma-
lam beribadat, mengabdikan diri pada
ALLAH Yang Maha Kuasa. Begitu juga
seekor jerung harimau bernama Sereia
yang merentas antara benua sejauh 6,437
kilometer dari Afrika ke pantai Indone-
sia. Apa sebenarnya rahsia yang ingin
ALLAH sampaikan kepada manusia?

Bermula dari pantai Mozambique
pada November 2018, Sereia merentas
Lautan Hindia dan tiba di perairan In-
donesia berhampiran Australia bulan
lalu. Sebagai seorang yang terlibat dalam
dunia permotoran, penulis sentiasa
mengkaji tentang kelajuan, jarak yang
direntasi dan penambahbaikan teknolo-
gi. Penulis tertarik untuk menghuraikan

enigma yang menyelubungi perjalanan
Sereia.

Seperti mana kita mencari Lailatul
Qadar pada setiap ketibaan bulan Rama-
dan, perjalanan Sereia menimbulkan
banyak persoalan. Sebelum Sereia, ada
seekor jerung putih betina bernama Ly-
dia yang merentasi Mid-Atlantic Ridge
(MAR). MAR ialah rabung tengah laut,
sempadan simpangan berlainan atau kon-
struktif yang terletak di sepanjang dasar
Lautan Atlantik.

Lydia telah berenang merentas Laut-
an Atlantik. Walhal dikatakan sebelum
ini belum ada seekor jerung mampu un-
tuk merentasi Lautan Atlantik.

Perjalanan hidup Sereia sentiasa di-
pantau pasukan penyelidik Biopixel Oce-
ans Foundation (BOF) dan Oceanograp-
hic Research Institute (ORI). Pada
November 2018, Sereia memulakan
perjalanan epik untuk membuktikan ikan
jerung itu mampu menyeberangi lautan
sejauh lebih 7,700 km dalam masa 18
bulan. Persoalannya, kenapa Sereia be-
renang jauh dan apakah tujuannya?

Menerusi Surah al-Kahfi ayat [18:60-
65] ALLAH SWT menjelaskan: “Ketika
Musa berkata kepada muridnya: Aku
tidak akan berhenti (berjalan) sebelum
sampai ke pertemuan dua buah lautan,

atau aku akan berjalan sampai bertahun-
tahun; Maka tatkala mereka sampai ke
pertemuan dua buah laut itu, mereka
lalai akan ikannya, lalu ikan itu melom-
pat mengambil jalannya ke laut itu; Maka
tatkala mereka berjalan lebih jauh, ber-
katalah Musa kepada muridnya: ‘Bawalah
ke mari makanan kita; sesungguhnya kita
telah merasa letih kerana perjalanan kita

TS

m1

Pengalaman

Sambung ayat itu lagi, muridnya
menjawab: “Tahukah kamu tatkala kita
mencari tempat berlindung di batu tadi,
maka sesungguhnya aku lupa (menceri-
takan tentang) ikan itu dan tidak adalah
yang melupakan aku untuk mencerita-
kannya kecuali syaitan dan ikan itu
mengambil jalannya ke laut dengan cara
yang aneh sekali; Musa berkata: Itulah
(tempat) yang kita cari. Lalu keduanya
kembali, mengikuti jejak mereka semu-
la; Lalu mereka bertemu dengan seorang
hamba di antara hamba-hamba Kami,
yang telah Kami berikan kepadanya rah-
mat dari sisi Kami, dan yang telah Kami
ajarkan kepadanya ilmu dari sisi Kami.”

Secara tadabburnya, manusia senti-
asa berdepan cabaran demi cabaran.
Antara cabaran itu adalah untuk mengu-

asai pengetahuan dan kemahiran untuk
mengharungi perjalanan jauh.

Kisah Nabi Musa membuktikan ba-
hawa manusia perlu keluar meninggalkan
tempat asal demi mencari ilmu dan me-
nambah pengalaman hidup. Proses ini
termasuk memenuhi potensi demi me-
ngecapi kehidupan sempurna. Keluar
menuntut ilmu juga dianggap satu pe-
ngorbanan dan jihad.

Cerita Nabi Musa ada kaitan dengan
pengalaman Nabi Yunus yang dikuaran-
tin dalam perut ikan Nun selama 42 hari.
Mungkin inilah yang hendak disampai-
kan Sereia. Mesejnya jelas bahawa per-
jalanan jauh menyaji pelbagai pengalam-
an berharga.

Justeru, penulis percaya kita harus
keluar daripada kepompong persekitar-
an biasa untuk menuntut ilmu pengeta-
huan daripada mereka yang mempunyai
pengalaman luas dalam bidang tertentu.
Buat permulaan, mungkin ada rakyat
Malaysia yang mampu menghasilkan
vaksin Covid-2019. Lihatlah kesan Co-
vid-2019 di semua negara di dunia ini.
Pasti ada pengalaman yang boleh dikutip.

*Ir Dr Muhidin Arifin ialah Pengarah Institut
Kejuruteran Sukan, Pusat Kecemerlangan
Universiti Selangor
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Cops: Don't waste time trying to sneak out of Selangor

By FARIK ZOLKEPLI
and RAHIMY RAHIM
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

HULU SELANGOR: Motorists are
advised not to waste time trying to
sneak out of Selangor to balik kam-
pung, says state deputy police chief
Deputy Comm Datuk Arjunaidi
Mohamed.

“Every motorist leaving the state
will be checked and those with no
authorisation will be detained and
issued with a compound before
being turned back,” he said.

Police have set up roadblocks at
all land exits out of Selangor,

including highways, state roads and
other smaller routes, to prevent
interstate travel during this Hari
Raya period.

A check by The Star revealed that
thousands of motorists in Selangor
were caught in a bumper-to-
bumper crawl as their vehicles
were sto and checked at the
police roadblocks.

“We are serious about no inter-
state travel,” warned DCP Arjunaidi
who inspected the roadblock near
the North-South Expressway's
Tanjung Malim exit yesterday.

Hulu Selangor OCPD Supt Arsad
Kamaruddin and Selangor Traffic

Investigation and Enforcement
Department chief Supt Azman
Shariat accompanied DCP
Arjunaidi.

The number of vehicles turned
back at the roadblocks has gradual-
ly dropped because motorists have
come to the realisation that they
will not be able to pass through
without interstate travel approval.

“As of Wednesday, the ratio of
vehicles we turned back at the state
roadblocks is one out of five vehi-
cles,” he said.

DCP Arjunaidi said 50 motorists
were told to make a U-turn at the
Tanjung Malim roadblock between

9am and 3pm yesterday.

Aside from Tanjung Malim, police
have also mounted roadblocks at
Bandar Bukit Mahkota, Gombak toll
plaza and Lekas Highway.

“Even if motorists managed to
sneak past the Selangor roadblocks,
it does not mean they will have the
same luck at roadblocks in other
states.

“Therefore, don't waste your time
on interstate travel if you don't
have permission to do so,” said DCP
Arjunaidi.
M hile, a PLUS spob sOn

slow-moving traffic was reported at
several stretches.

“We found traffic was slow at the
NKVE toll plaza as well as the road
before entering the Bukit Raja toll
booth and near the Lembah
Beringin stretch, heading towards
Tanjong Malim.

“There was also a 1km crawl
from KLIA towards Bandar
Serenia,” said the spokesperson yes-
terday.

PLUS Operations Excellence
head Mohd Yusuf Abdul Aziz
explained that the congestion

said traffic started to build up on
major highways in the morning and

occurred because of the police road-
blocks.

NORPG
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Business slowly
resuming in

PJ Old Town

Some shops remain closed
despite lifting of enhanced MCO

By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

THE aunosphere in Petaling Jaya Old Town
remains fairly quiet, as economic activities
are slowly resuming in the typically busy
neighbourhood.

The enhanced movement control order
(MCO) in the area was lifted at midnight yes-
terday, two days ahead of its original dead-
line.

It was implemented from the Pasar Besar
Jalan Othman or P] Old Town Market, and
surrounding neighbourhoods on May 10,
after 26 positive Covid-19 cases were detect-
ed in the area.

The two-week enhanced MCO affected
some 2,600 residents and business operators
in parts of Sections 2, 3 and 4.

Resident Nz Sing Chai said he had to close
his fruit stall in Section 1 as business was
had, even though hoth his business and resi-
dential premises were outside the enhanced
MCO area.

“But my wife and I received requests for
help from friends who were locked behind
the barbed wires.

Battling-#"*s

Covid-19 =

“They asked for fresh supplies of vegeta-
bles and meat during the first few days of
the enhanced MCO.

“The requests ceased after they received
food aid from the authorities,” said Nz, who
has been living in P] Old Town for 40 years.

He said most of the customers were locals
living nearby.

Ng said he and his wife got tested for
Covid-19 last month and were relieved that
the results came back negative.

A 20-year resident of P Old Town, Tan YK
and his neighbours were busy restarting
their cars and running other household
errands after being stuck in quarantine for
nearly two weeks.

He said they anticipated a lockdown due
to the situation at the market, so they stocked

up on food, and were grateful that the
authorities sent over more.

“My neighbours and I exchanged cooked
food and tried to keep busy by exercising,”
said Tan, who runs a shop selling prayer
items.

He said he would adopt a wait-and-see
approach before reopening his shop in
Section 2.

Kok Chee Wai, who runs a business selling
pet food, said some shops had remained
closed as Ilhe owners were wary of possible
FEPErCussIons.

“Either that or they are not prepared to
take on all the guidelines required by the
governunent, such as recording customers’
temperature and contact details.

“Many of the traders here are elderly, so
they may not be aware of the procedures to
reopen their shops.

“I could not enter my shop during the
enhanced MCO since 1 live elsewhere. But
my relative living nearby kept an eye on it
and fed the fishes,” said Kok.

Pasar Besar Jalan Othman remains closed
and market traders are uncertain when it
will reopen.

“We are supposed to have a dialogue with
Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP]) and the
Health Ministry, but we don't know when

Page 2 of 2

Some
businesses
resumed after
the enhanced
MCO in PJ Old
Town was lifted.
— SAM THAM/
The Star

this will happen,” said Pasar Besar Jalan
Othman Traders Association chairman
Anuar Abdullah.

He said the authorities were supposed to
brief them on what needed to be done, espe-
cially the rules on social distancing and other
standard operating procedures.

“For us traders, we want to raise issues
such as the spacing between shops, size of
pathways and existing infrastructure prob-
lems such as water pressure and drainage.

“We hope the authorities will take the
opportunity to clean up and upgrade the
market,” he said.

He cited the existing rat problem there,
which became more obvious when the mar-
ket was closed down and the city council
came in to clear the infestation.

“We hope Pasar Besar Jalan Othman can
reopen by next month as we have families to
feed and workers’ salaries to pay.” he added.

There are 512 traders at Pasar Besar Jalan
Othman and the market does both wholesale
and retail businesses.

Watch the video }
thestartv.com @f%:;
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DRIVE-THROUGH TEST

Free Covid-19 screening is available
for those residing in Taman Desa
Mas, Bandar Country Homes and
Taman Melawati. Senior citizens and
those who have fever, cough, cold
and sore throat are advised to go to
the Gombak District and Land
Office, Persiaran Pegawai, Bandar
Baru Selayang, Batu Caves,
Selangor. Results will be available
within 48 hours. For details, call 012-
247 7426.
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Nation
Members of Selangor
Wanita MCA got

together to make
plastic protective

aprons for frontliners.

>6

Donating their free time fora g

By ALLISON LAI
allison@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Members of
Selangor Wanita MCA made use of
their free time for a good cause by
making plastic protective aprons
for medical frontliners.

They donated bales of the plastic
material and spent days churning
out 14,000 pieces of the protective
wear, which were given to several
hospitals and health clinics in the
Klang Valley.

While most of us

are staying home,
frontliners are battling
selflessly to make sure
Malaysians are safe.
We hope to boost
their morale through

our efforts.

Selangor Wanita MCA chief Tee
Hooi Ling said the initiative was
mooted by its women entrepreneur
bureau chief Sereen Ng, who first
mobilised her employees at her nail
salon chain.

“The initiative started with Ng

Tee Hooi Ling

Page 1 of 1

Group effort: Klang Wanita MCA members making plastic protective aprons that were donated to hospitals
and health clinics in the Klang Valley.

making use of their free time dur-
ing the movement control order to
help the frontliners.

“We then collaborated with her
team and upped the ante by chip-
ping in in terms of support, contri-
bution and manpower.

“The committee raised the funds
among themselves and purchased
20 bales of plastic material from a

local supplier,” she said.

Tee said the apron template was
provided by a local fashion designer.

She said the participants learned
how to measure and cut the plastic
material in batches through a tuto-
rial before continuing to make the
protective aprons at home.

“The initiative received over-
whelming response and we man-

aged to complete the job within
days.

“Due to the pandemic, many sec-
tors and people have been impacted.

“While most of us are required to
stay at home, the frontliners are
battling selflessly to make sure
Malaysians are safe.

“We hope to boost their morale
through our efforts,” said Tee.

KORPOR,
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
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Extra rewards
| for e-wallet
users this Raya

THERE’S an abundance of rewards for
Touch ‘n Go e-wallet users with the
#lebihbanyakekstra Raya Sempoi 2.0.2.0
campaign.

From groceries and electronic appliances
to food items, wellness products, mobhile top-
ups and more, the campaign covers many
|| Hari Raya Aidilfitri needs.

For instance, the e-wallet has enabled a
seamless cashless journey for Muslims in
Selangor to make zakat fitrah payments with
Pusat Zakat Selangor.

The company’s e-wallet users will enjoy
Raya promos and cashback e-vouchers as
well as a safe and quick way to transfer and
receive duit raya from their homes.

“Hari Raya Aidilfitri is a celebration of
resilience, renewal and togetherness.

“This year, our Muslim friends continue to
showcase immense strength despite the test-
ing and challenging period we are in.

“In light of that, we want Malaysians to
enjoy the #lebihbanyakekstra goodness
Touch ‘n Go e-wallet has to offer while sav-
ing more on their Raya essentials.

“We are also humbled to be able to make a
real difference in how zakat fitrah payments
are made with Pusat Zakat Selangor to help
improve the lives of the less fortunate,” said
TNG Digital Sdn Bhd chief executive officer
Ignatius Ong.

Meanwhile, the transfer duit raya feature
is the perfect answer to giving or receiving
money from loved ones.

When any duit raya transfer is made,
users can enjoy cashback rewards.

FamilyMart is also a new addition into the
e-wallet network.

For more information, visit www.tngdigi-
tal.com.my/lebihbanyakekstra
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Selangor Bersatu still divided on issue

KLANG: Selangor Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia continues to
speak in separate voices with sever-
al division chiefs breaking away
from the state leadership’s stand to
support Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin
as the party’s acting chairman.

Its state chief Datuk Abdul Rashid
Asari issued a statement recently
that Selangor Bersatu backed
Muhyiddin as the acting chairman.

However, his statement was
refuted a day later by three division
chiefs via a joint statement. They
are Kuala Selangor division chief
Mohd Shaid Rosli, Bangi division
chief Mohd Sufian Mat Junus and
Klang division chief Syed Abdillah
Syed Abd Aziz.

There are 22 Bersatu divisions in
Selangor.

When contacted, Mohd Shaid,
also the Jeram assemblyman, insist-

ed that Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad
was still the legal chairman of
Bersatu.

“When Tun submitted his resig-
nation as party chairman on Feb 24,
it was unanimously rejected by the
Bersatu supreme council.

“A day after that, Muhyiddin and
several top leaders went and met
Tun at his house and told him that
his resignation was rejected. He
was requested to remain as chair-
man,” said Mohd Shaid.

He said Dr Mahathir agreed to
remain as chairman two days after
the visit.

According to Mohd Shaid, when
the party leadership wanted to
replace then party secretary-
general Datuk Marzuki Yahya with
Datuk Seri Hamzah Zainuddin in
March, they had written to Dr
Mahathir to inform him about it.

“If Tun was no longer the chair-
man, why did the party leadership
have to write to him about the
replacement of the secretary-
general?” asked Mohd Shaid.

He said in the event Dr Mahathir,
deputy party president Datuk Seri

Mukhriz Mahathir or any dissent-
ing party member was removed
from Bersatu, there would be law-
suits.

Meanwhile, Bersatu's Batang Kali
assernblyman  Harumaini Omar
concurred with Mohd Shaid that Dr
Mahathir was still the party’s chair-
man.

He pointed out that it was
announced in April that Dr
Mahathir had won the post of chair-
man uncontested in the upcoming
party elections.

Harumaini said Abdul Rashid
had issued the statement to support

Muhyiddin as acting chairman on
his own and not collectively with
other party leaders.

When contacted, Abdul Rashid,
who is also party vice-president,
said Selangor Bersatu was firm on
its stand regarding the matter.

“We are wholly behind Tan Sri
Mubhyiddin and there is no doubt
about it.

“All state Bersatu leaders had
agreed to throw their support
behind Muhyiddin during a meet-
ing on Feb 18,

“Mukhriz came visiting a day
later and some of them changed
their minds and retracted their sup-
port,” he said.

Apart from a select few, Abdul
Rashid said the rest of Selangor
Bersatu members were supportive
of Muhyiddin being the acting
chairman.
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New cluster at Immigration depot

Health DG: 35 detained before MCO started test positive for Covid-19

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr
joekaosjr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: A new Covid-19 clus-
ter has been detected at the Bukit
Jalil Immigration Depot, where 35
detainees have tested positive for
the disease.

“It is unclear how the detainees
have gotten the virus. All of them
were detained before the move-
ment control order (MCO) was
implemented on March 18," said
Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah.

“We were informed by the
International Health Regulation
Committee that some of those who
were deported home have tested

positive for Covid-19.

“So we screened all those in Block
A. Some of them displayed symp-
toms. In total, 35 of them were
found to be Covid-19 positive,” he

said at the ministry’s daily press
conference.

Dr Noor Hisham said there were
no new detainees at Block A since
the MCO was implemented.

“We were told that those in Block
A had not mixed with detainees
who came into the centre later than
that.

“We need to investigate how they
could have gotten the virus. Perhaps
from a worker or kitchen staff?”

As at 12pm yesterday. a total of
645 individuals at the detention
centre had been tested.

Of that number, there were 35
positive cases and 400 negative.
Another 210 test results are pending.

The positive cases comprise 17

Myanmar nationals, 15 from India
and one each from Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Egypt.

Decontamination as well as
health awareness activities had
been conducted at the depot.

Earlier, Dr Noor Hisham
announced 50 new cases in the
country, including the immigration
depot cluster.

Only three out of the 50 new
cases were imported, while the rest
were local transmissions.

The total number of infections is
7,059, but only 1,149 of them are
active cases.

Ninety patients were discharged
yesterday, which means 5,796 or
82.1% people have recovered so far.

The national death toll remains at
114.

On the recent Covid-19 case
involving a pregnant woman in
Kelantan, Dr Noor Hisham said 30
of her family members had been
tested.

“Twenty of them have tested neg-
ative while the results for the rest
are pending.

“We are also tracing the woman's
close contacts, both at her destina-
tion in Kelantan as well as in
Ampang, Selangor, where she trav-
elled from,” he said.

The woman, who is 35 weeks
pregnant, went to Kuala Krai with
the intention of giving birth in her
home state.
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